
 John 7: 37 - 46, 8: 12 - 18               Water and Light

Discuss:
We are entering into the holiday season here in the US.  These times commemorate things of significance in our 
culture.  Is there a holiday that you especially look forward to? One that is particularly meaningful?  Why?  What 
customs/traditions help create that sense of meaning and celebration? 

The	Feast	of	Tabernacles

John’s Gospel pays special attention to Jesus’ observance of Israel’s “holidays”.  These feasts marked out times 
for remembering God’s faithfulness in saving His people in the past.  They also encouraged Israel to anticipate 
how God’s faithfulness extends into the present and the future.

Jesus steps into these appointed times full of the power and presence of God. These festivals offer a unique 
opportunity… to point to himself as the fulfillment of Israel’s past and the realization of the hopes they had for 
the future. 

This week’s passage takes place at the Feast of Tabernacles (also known as Succoth/Feast of Booths).  It was 
the most popular of Israel’s feast days.  Each October, people constructed “tabernacles” in Jerusalem to live in 
for eight days.  This recalled Israel’s years of desert wandering and how God’s own presence “tabernacled” with 
them.

It is at this feast Jesus makes two stunning proclamations.. that the thirsty may come to him for “rivers of living 
water” (7:37), and that he is the “light of the world” (8:12).  Spoken in the temple of the Feast of Tabernacles, 
these words take on special significance.

Each day of the festival priests marched in procession from the temple to the Pool of Siloam. There they drew 
out water which was poured at the base of the temple’s altar.  This ceremony recalled how God had provided 
the people with water from a rock during their years in the wilderness (Exodus 17).  On the final day of the 
festival, a day when the high priest emptied his golden pitcher on the altar, Jesus stands up among the crowds.  
With a loud voice he cries out… “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink!”

Light also played an important role during Tabernacles.  Massive candelabras (nearly 75 ft. in height!) were lit at 
the temple in the court of the women.  These massive torches recalled God’s presence as a pillar of fire which 
led Israel through the wilderness (Exodus 13:21).  As the festival reaches its conclusion, Jesus stands in the 
very spot where these candelabras were erected and tells the people, “I am the light of the world” (8:12).

A	Closer	Look:

1) Look carefully at Jesus’ claim in verses 7:37-38.  In your own words, try to describe what Jesus is 
saying about himself?  What is he offering to provide?

2) Every claim Jesus makes calls for a response.  Verses 7:40-46 summarize a range of possibilities.   
Place a number by each possibility listed in these verses.  What factors may have given rise to each of 
these interpretations of Jesus’ claim?     

3)  Yet another provocative promise is made by Jesus in 8:12… he is a light that leads to life.  How do the 
Pharisees reply?  What does their response say about their ability to “see” the light Jesus speaks of? 



  The	Passage:	John	7:	37	-	46,	8:	12	-	19    

John 7:37  On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is 
thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow 
from within them.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to 
that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.  40 On hearing his words, some 
of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.”  41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.”  Still others asked, 
“How can the Messiah come from Galilee?

42 Does not Scripture say that the Messiah will come from David’s descendants and from Bethlehem, the town 
where David lived?” 43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 44 Some wanted to seize him, but no 
one laid a hand on him.  45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the Pharisees, who 
asked them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?”  46  “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards 
replied….

John 8:12  When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  13 The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, 
appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid.”

14  Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and 
where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge by human 
standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, my decisions are true, because I am not alone. I 
stand with the Father, who sent me. 17 In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. 
18 I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.”

19  Then they asked him, “Where is your father?”   “You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you 
knew me, you would know my Father also.”

Making	it	Personal:

1) There are a range of interpretations offered about Jesus is in this passage.  If asked, what do you 
suppose your friends/colleagues would say about Jesus today?  Who is he?  What words or ideas 
could you use to communicate with them about who he is to you?

2) Jesus offers to be water for those who are thirsty and light to those who walk in darkness.  Take a 
few moments to prayerfully ask God’s spirit… “Where is there spiritual thirst or blindness in my life?”  
If you feel you are able, share these with your group. 


